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BS3998 2010 

The Standard has 4 categories of Tree Work: 

 

1. Care of the rooting environment – see also BS5837 

 

2. Pruning 

 

3. Restraint & Support 
 

4. Felling & Related Operations 
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BS3998:2010 
Management of weak structures 
• Problems that cannot 

be addressed by 
pruning alone. 

• Often in conjunction 
with pruning. 

• Reduces risk  - but 
requires maintenance 
and monitoring 

• Requires a risk 
assessment before 
deciding to install. 
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Factors to consider when choosing a restraint or support system: 

• Characteristics of the species 

• Cause of the weakness 

• Resources for maintenance & monitoring – are they available? 

• Condition of the wood at proposed attachment points 

• Design of the system and how will it affect movement. 

• The load to be supported or restrained 

• Physical properties of the materials to be used 

• Potential damage to the tree 

• Potential for adaptive growth 

• Probability of failure without the support 
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Specialist area – requiring an Arb with relevant experience and 
in depth understanding of tree anatomy and physiology and a 
working knowledge of engineering!! 
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CASE STUDY 

 

High quality 
specimen tree. 

 

Flexible bracing also 
installed. 

 

 

Crack forming at 
inclusion 





Rigid bracing – with crown reduction 



 



 







Flexible bracing 







Propping 

 
 
Normally used for 
‘specimen’ trees 



Guying 

 
 
Normally used for younger 
trees 



Thank you for listening 


